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WALLACE  STRESSES  BUILDING  THE  SOIL 


Restoration  of  soil  fertility  is  the  first  big  task  for  farmers  after  meet- 
ing the  heavy  food  demands  of  1946,  Secretary1"  of  Commerce  Henry  A.  Wallace 
believes.    'The  former  Secretary  of  Agriculture  credits  the  '-miracle  of  soil-build- 
ing in  the  thirties"  with  makinc  possible  the  abundant  production  of  the  forties. 

"After  World  War  I,  the  farmers  of  this  country  had  no  mechanism  like  the 

Triple-A  through  which  they  could  rebuild  their  soil,"  Wallace  points  out.  "The 

hillsides  that  had  been  put  into  dollar-and-a-half  corn  eroded.    Much  of  the 

Great  Plains  acreage  which  had  been  plowed  for  two-dollar  wheat  blew  away.  Then 
prices 

/fell — and  both  the  land  and  the  farmer  were  defenseless ...  e1cdaj  there  is  the 
bulwark  built  by  you  men  of  Triple-A  and  the  farmers  who  work  with  you  in  the 
counties  and  the  tovmships . " 

Secretary  .Tallace  warns  that  farmers  will  have  markets  for  their  products 
at  a  good  price  only  if  workers  in  the  cities  have  money  to  spend.    "It  will  take 
a  systematic,  well-thought-out  program  of  Federal  measures  that  will  direct  the 
^  activities  and  policies  of  the  national  Government  toward  the  basic  objective  of 
full  employment  opportunity,"  Secretary  Wallace  believes.    He  urges  joint  action 
by  free  citizens  for  common  objectives  as  a  way  of  obtaining  measures  directed 
at  social  and  economic  progress. 

FAR!.;  ADJUSTMENTS   /ILL  BE  NBCBS5ART 

Supplies  of  flour  and  cereals,  eggs,  butter  and  fats,  tomatoes  and  citrus 
fruits,  dry  beans  and  peas,  nuts,  potatoes,  and  sweetpotatoes  may  be  more  than 
ample  to  meet  food  requirements  in  1950,.  according  to  a  USDA.  report. 

The  report  points  out  that  a  high  level  of  consumption  would  ease  the  over- 
all surplus  problem  but  "would  not  eliminate  the  need  for  production  adjustments.*' 


One  reason  is  that  agricultural  methods  will  tend  to  become  even  more  efficient, 
bringing  production  up  to  exceed  consupmtion  requirements.    Major  factors  in  the 
volume  of  food  consumption  in  1950  will  be  full  employment,  the  distribution  of 
the  national  income,  and  knowledge  of  nutritional  standards  by  the  general  con- 
suming public,  • 

GOOD  5/.TI"0  AH3£D  FOR  U.  S.  CT7TIIA?TS 

Food  supplies  for  civilians  will  be  at  a  near— record  level  during  the  next 
few  months  with  large  reductions  in  military  procurement  making  possible  civilian 
supplies  larger  than  in  prewar  years,  the  USDA  reports. 

Supplies  of  cereal  products,  citrus  fruit,  canned  fruit  juices,  fresh  and 
canned  vegetables,  evaporated  milk,  fluid  milk,  frozen  fish,  eggs,  and  potatoes  - 
are  expected  to  meet  civilian  demand  in  full  in  most  areas,  at  or  perhaps  even 
below  ceiling  prices.    Foods  more  plentiful,  than  before  the  war,  but  still  short 
of  what  civilians  would  like  to  buy,  are  meats,  cheese,  and  perhaps  canned  fruits. 
Supplies  of  sugar,  fats,  canned  fish,  apples,  and  bananas  will  continue  to  be 
smaller  than  the  quantities  consumed  before  the  war. 

P.5P0RT  PTDICAT55  TIGHT  F35D  SUPPLY 

Latest  report  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  cn  the  country's  feed  supplies 
for  the  1945-46  season  shows  feed  grains  and  by-product  feeds  abort  2  percent  ^ 
smaller  than  in  1944-45,  a  large  supply  of  oats,  and  the  prospect  that  carry- 
overs of  com  and  barley  probably  will  be  reduced  to  fairly  lew  levels  at  the  end 
of  the  current  season. 

Total  supplies  of  feed  concentrates  for  the  1945-46  season,  including  feed 

grains,  by-product  feeds,  and  wheat  and  rye  for  feed  as  of  December  1  were  indi- 
cated at  about  159*5  million  tons.    This  is  nearly  3  million  tons  less  than  the 
1944-45  supply.    Total  supplies  of  feed  grains  are  larger  than  a  year  ago,  but 
less  wheat  will  be  fed  this  season  than  last,  and  by-product  feed  supplies  will 
be  slightly  smaller  than  the  record  supplies  of  last  season.    Competition  for 


> 


«       available  supplies  of  feed  concentrates  probably  will  be  severe  throughout  the 
winter  and  spring • 

SECRETARY  ADVISES  WESTERH  RANCHERS 
Two  major  problems  which  must  be  met  by  Western  livestock  producers  are 
balancing  numbers  with  long— range  feed  output  and  conservation  of  agricultural 

» 

resources,  Secretary  Clinton  P.  Anderson  advises. 


Secretary  Anderson  observes  than  sooner  or  later  we're  going  to  hit  dry  years 
and  suggests  that  the  operator  put  the  following  questions  to  himself.    Is  the 
Western  cattle  industry  ready?    Do  you  have  reserve  supplies  of  feed?    Are  you 
going  to  get  your  numbers  down  to  something  like  long-time  normal,  so  there  will 
be  some  grass  and  forage  left  for  an  emergency? 

In  the  conservation  of  our  range  resources,  the  Secretary  emphasizes  the 
importance  of  building  up  the  productivity  of  our  Western  ranges  through  range  . 
j        reseeding,  water  development,  fencing  and  Improved  management.    All  of  those 
practices  have  been  strongly  emphasized  under  the  soil  and  water  conservation 
programs  of  the  Agricultural  Adjustment  Agency  which  has  assisted  mmy  ranchers 
>  „       to  greatly  improve  their  ranges  and  made  it  possible  for  many  operators  to  in— 
■s  *      crease  their  production  to  meet  war  needs* 

^  SEVERAL  POSSIBILITIES  FOR  LIVESTOCK  PRICES 

>  Secretary  of  Agriculture  Clinton  P.  Anderson  has  pointed  out  these  three 

*      possible  courses  of  action  regarding  livestock  prices:    Both  ceilings  and  sub- 
sidies  could  be  dropped  on  June  30;  subsidy  payments  could  be  discontinued  and 
,  ^       ceiling  prices  lifted  enough  to  permit  the  subsidies  to  be  absorbed  in  part  or 
in  wholej  and  subsidies  and  ceilings  could  be  continued.    If  Congress  and  the 
President  decide  it  is  necessary  to  "held  the  line"  on  the  cost  of  living  after 
June  30,  food  prices  must  also  be  kept  under  control,  the  Secretary  said,  pointing" 
out  that  livestock  producers  will  expect  treatment  similar  to  that  of  other 
agricultural  producers  who  expanded  production  during  the  war.    Under  the  Steagall 
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amendment 3  the  Government  has  pledged  to  support  prices  to  most  of  these  pro- 
ducers at  not  less  then  ninety  percent  of  parit3r. 

~jrLLTr  V.'OOL  STOCKS  IN  AC:""Z"~]"A,  TOO 
Argentina,  along  with  the  other  wool  exporting  countries  of  the  world,  has 
a  big  supply  of  wool  available  for  world  trade.    Argentine  exports  of  wool  in  the 
first  2  l/2  months  of  the  1945-46  season  (through  December  14)  reached  115  millior 
pounds,  167  percent  larger  than  for  the  entire  first  quarter  of  1944-45.  The 
U.  S.  continued  to  be  the  leading  market,  taking  84  percent  of  the  total.  How- 
ever, Argentina  had  a  record  exportable  surplus  for  disposal  at  the  beginning  of 
the  season,  October  1,  1945,  of  about  960  million  pounds  compared  to  a  1934-39  ^ 
average  of  352  million  pounds,    During  the  1944-45  season  Argentina  exported  266 
million  pounds,  13  perceit  less  than  the  1334—39  average. 

i-isns  ESTAriTSi^;::  t;7?:icts'cy  rbcokd 

Egg  production  for  1945  totaled  over  55  billion  eggs  —  just  5  percent  below 
1944 's  record  and  36  percent  above  1934-43  average  production.    Rate  of  lay  Was 
the  highest  on  record.    All  chickens  on  farms  on  January  1,  1946  —  hens,  pullets, 
and  young  chickens  —  tot r led  over  528  million  birds,  3  percent  mere  than  a  year 

FARM  NgSS -SHORTS 

Because  of  the  large  late  hatch  in  1945,  egg  production  in  1946  probably 
will  reach  its  seasonal  peak  somewhat  later  than  in  recent  years. 

*  & 

Larger  civilian  supplies  of  chicken  meat  will  be  available  in  the  first  half 
of  1946  than  in  any  corresponding  period. 


"As  county  and  community  Agricultural  Conservation  Committees  go,  so  goes 
the  farm  program  of  the  Production  and  Marketing  Administration.    It's  your  job 
to  keep  Washington  straight." 

'That's  the  challenge  that  W&t  Mexico's  county  ACA  committeemen  faced  this 
week  on  their  return  from  State  College,  where  the3r  attended  the  annual  ACA 
conference.    The  challenge,  issued  by  the  keynote  speaker  —  J.  Murray  Thompson, 
assistant  director  of  the  Western  region,  Field  Servicc  Branch,  Production  and 
Marketing  Administration — introduced  the  major  work  of  the  conference:  the  study 
of  crop  insurance,  production  goals,  price  supports,  and  agricultural  conserva- 
tion. 

Committeemen  set  themselves  these  major  duties  for  1946:  l)  carrying  pro- 
duction goals  to  fanners  and  ranchmen;  2)  showing  producers  how  goals  can  be 
used  as  an  effective  and  voluntary  method  of  controlling  agricultural  production 
and  3)  helping  individual  farmers  "balance  production  and  conservation. 

The  theme  of  the  conference  was  maximum  production  of  most  crops  grown  in 
New  Mexico  for  1945*    It  was  the  opinion  of  the  group  that  the  government  should 
continue  paying  subsidies  until  it 's  possible  to  get  fair  returns  by  adjusting 
ceiling  prices  of  farm  products. 

Principal  speakers  included  Hugh  M.  Milton,  II,  President  of  New  Mexico 
A  &  Mj  C.  V.  Hemphill,  State  Director  of  P  &  MA;  A.  B.  Fite,  Director  of  the 
New  Mexico  Extaision  Service;  and  George  Weaver  and  Fred  Entermille  of  the 
Western  Region,  P  &  MA. 


